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Since the beginning of 2016, the Zoonoses in Livestock in Kenya (ZooLinK) project of the International Research 
Institute (ILRI), together with its partners, both local and international, embarked on project field activities in 
Western Kenya. The project field activities cover three Western Kenya Counties of Busia, Bungoma and 
Kakamega. 
The field activities include field sample collection from animal sites, that includes sampling livestock markets 
and slaughter houses and human sampling sites, that includes sampling human patients in hospitals and health 
centres. From the animal patients, the samples collected include: blood, faecal and nasal swabs, 
endoparasites, mainly hydatid cysts and liver flukes, ectoparasites, mainly ticks and lice and tissues mainly 
lymph nodes. From the human sampling sites, the main samples collected are blood, faecal and nasal swabs. 
Samples from both animal and human patients are then transported to the Busia field lab for analysis and 
diagnostic work. In the Busia field laboratory, the main diagnostics include: culturing, aspartate transaminase, 
polymerase chain reaction and enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. 
The ZooLinK project has been collecting field data generated by all the three teams using the Gather App from 
the project’s commercial partner, Kestrel technologies. To complement the data collection platform and 
accommodate students on the project who have limited access to the Kestrel application, the project agreed 
to training its staff and students on using and designing electronic data forms using the Open Data Kit (ODK) 
platform. 
The ZooLinK project worked closely with ILRI’s Research Methods Group to offer training on using and 
designing forms using ODK. The training was meant to enhance the capacity of our research staff, early career 








Organizer/co-organizers: Christine Mosoti (ILRI) and Lian Thomas (ILRI and University of Liverpool) 
Lecturers/facilitators:  
Harrison Njamba, Research Methods Group, ILRI 
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Eunice Kariuki, Policies, Institutions and Livelihoods program ILRI 
 
Methods of delivery 
Trainings were delivered through participatory discussion using customized training manuals and handouts 
developed by the Research Methods Group and ILRI partners. PowerPoint presentations and Excel 
spreadsheets were also used in the training. Printed manuals and hand outs were also distributed among the 
trainees as study material. Additionally, several group discussions and group exercises were carried out. 
 
Venue and time 
The training was delivered on 4–5 July 2018 at the ILRI Nairobi campus. During the two-day training, the 







The key contents of the training course are indicated below. 
Day  Topic 
DAY 1 1. Introduction to ODK 
a. ODK Collect server 
b. ODK Collect on tablet 
c. ODK Questionnaire design using Excel 
 
2. ODK Design Excel file 
a. Survey worksheet 
b. Choices worksheet 
c. Settings worksheet 
 
3. Survey worksheet required columns 
4. Choices worksheet required columns 
5. Settings worksheet required columns 








DAY 2 7. Survey worksheet other columns 
8. Uploading ODK design to ODK Collect server 
9. Configuring ODK on tablet and downloading questionnaire to tablet 
10. Data collection using ODK 
11. Practice on ODK design and data collection 
12. Downloading data from server in Excel format 
 
13. ILRI Data processing procedures – ODKToMySQL 
14. Data in MySQL Server 
15. ILRI Data portal  
a. Searching data 
b. Data formats in portal 
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